WWI – Day 3 – Moving Towards War Lecture Notes
Review – 

1. Nye Committee – With the depression hitting so hard, most European nations stopped paying war debts.  Books and articles argued that we got involved in WWI because we had been tricked when we were making arms materials for war countries.  Senator Nye of ND held hearings to investigate these allegations.  The Nye Committee documented the huge profits that arms factories make during the war.  The report created the impression that these businesses influenced the decision to go to war.  These findings led Americans to want to stay out of the war efforts.
2. Roosevelt’s Internationalism – At the beginning of his term, Roosevelt was actually an “Internationalist” – to use trade between nations to help create prosperity and prevent war.  He was against the Neutrality bills, however, he did not veto them.  
3. Legislating Neutrality – Neutrality Act 1935 – made it illegal to make weapons for other countries at war.  Neutrality Act of 1937 – other countries must come to America to buy goods and must pay cash (CASH & CARRY)
President Roosevelt – look at “Roosevelt’s Internationalism” – finally declared USA Neutral after France and Britain declared war on Germany...he was still determined to help those counties whenever he could.  
Isolationist Debate – More American’s started leaning towards war, however, there was still a divide.  Fight for Freedom Committee – urged for repeal of all neutrality laws and wanted stronger action against Germany.  The other extreme was America First Committee – which wanted isolationist group opposing American intervention or aid to the Allies.  Then there was the middle – Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies – wanted increased American aid to the allies but opposed armed intervention.  
1.  Destroyer of Bases – Implemented the Cash & Carry policy.  Counties must pick up their own goods and pay cash for them.  In 1940, Britain wanted some of our old Destroyer ships to help protect them from Germany U-Boats.  Roosevelt used a ‘loophole’ and allowed us to give them our destroyers in exchange for the right to build American bases on British-controlled Newfoundland, Bermuda, and Caribbean Islands.  We sent 50 destroyers.  The Neutrality act did not apply because MONEY was not being exchanged.  
2.  Lend Lease Act – By Dec 1940, Britain had run out of funds to fight the war.  FDR proposed the Lend-Lease Act, which allowed the U./s, to lend or lease arms (guns/military supply) to any country considered “vital to the defense of the U.S.”  Britain could receive weapons, then return them or pay rend for them after the war.  (another loophole to the Neutrality Acts because we weren’t selling anything... they were just borrowing the materials.  We eventually extended this to the USSR once Hitler invaded them.
3.  Hemispheric Defense Zone – The problem of getting American arms and supplies to Britain remained.  German submarines in the Atlantic sand hundreds of thousands of tons of cargo each month.  The British Navy lacked the ships to stop them.  Because the U.S was still officially neutral, FDR could not order the navy to protect British cargo ships.  Instead, he developed the idea of a hemispheric defense zone, declaring that the entire western half of the Atlantic Ocean was part of the Western Hemisphere and therefore neutral.  He then ordered the U.S. Navy to patrol the western Atlantic and reveal the location of German submarines to the British.
4.  The Atlantic Charter – In August 1941, FDR and Churchill met and developed the Atlantic Charter, which committed both nations to a postwar world of democracy.  (Basically, planning for the future( A peaceful world, where democracies were spread) Both nations committed to world peace, nonaggression, free trade, economic advancement, and freedom of the seas (postwar).  At this meeting (remember we have not entered the war yet), FDR made a comment to Churchill that he would “look for an ‘incident’ which would justify him in opening hostilities” with Germany...AKA he was looking for an excuse to declare war.  
5.  America Embargoes Japan - Roosevelt knew we needed navy to protect our territories in Asia from Japanese attacks.  Roosevelt starting putting economic pressure on Japan to stop being so aggressive.  Japan wanted U.S. iron, steel, and oil.  The US restricted the sale of strategic materials to Japan – including airplane fuel and scrap iron.  Japanese in return signed an alliance with Germany and Italy becoming an Axis Power.  We started sending aid to China, which made Japan more furious.  Roosevelt froze all Japanese assets in the US.  The Oil embargo would end when Japan withdrew from Indochina and made peace with China. This ticked Japan off and led them to attack Pearl Harbor in response to the embargo.  
Pearl Harbor Attacks – Japan ‘acted’ like they were negotiating with USA.  US knew that they were preparing for war against the US.  Washington DC got word on Nov 27th that an attack was coming but didn’t know where...didn’t think they could attack Hawaii because it was so far away.  December 7th, 1941 sank and damaged 8 battleships, 3 cruisers, 4 destroyers and 6 other vessels.  It also destroyed 188 airplanes and killed 2,403 Americans and another 1,178 injured.  
Doolittle Raids – 
