“':.ﬂh'. L ¥ e
- 4 ' g & . b e
SR A L R
] - - 5 - L
d % Ii‘rt|.l. 3 : F . r‘.‘.‘ 3 '\-' ,

~ ey % o S . |
o BN RET SRER IS SR

RREE Lt A I < Sk R i e S R

2R L

B o~ P

'#WMMM‘:M{‘H_&H‘Tﬁm}M“ S SR

- .." .-q,.- -lli.-'l ..-:":? R . _.-I ey
jq.'(i H 1

.

L}
- - 3 "
i \'. I )
| . ,’.J
|
¥

IS « Could World War Il have been prevented?

M
1
B e

h -
i
S i s e r.r.
.ne“l | i

1ailto respond to injustice while others try to

? i
i
-
- .-J_.
- Y
&
i
'

e

i

o a
1"' L
L '

k. B
F. e
. |

%

o
. - =

.l
.
-] [

) % fi:l . i- 1-.-'.".
K % »

i i
=
LN )

American Neutrality

GUIDING QUESTIONS Why did many Americans support isolationism? Why did President
Roosevelt support internationalism?

The rise of dictatorships and militarism in Europe discouraged
many Americans. The sacrifices they had made during World War I
seemed pointless. In addition, during the Depression, most
European nations announced they would no longer repay their war
debts to the United States. In response, many Americans once again
began supporting isolationism and trying to avoid involvement

in international conflicts.

The Nye Committee

Meanwhile, accusations emerged that arms manufacturers had
tricked the United States into entering World War 1. In 1934 Senator
Gerald P. Nye held hearings to investigate these allegations. The
Nye Committee report documented the huge profits that arms
factories had made during the war and created the impression that
these businesses influenced the decision to go to war. Even more

Americans turned toward isolationism.

Legislating Neutrality

In response to growing [talian and German aggression in Europe,
Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1935. This legislation—
reflecting a response to the Nye report—made it illegal for

Americans to sell arms to any country at war. Then, in 1936,
2 rebellion erupted in Spain that soon became a civil war. Congress

responded by passing 2 second neutrality act, banning the sale of
arms to either side in a civil war.
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 POLITICAL CARTOONS

ricans joined

Ame _
By 1940, many 3 tohelp Britain

Roosevelt i wantin |
and France in their struggle against

Hitler. Isolationists; however, still
wished to keep the countr?f from
directly entering the conflict.
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This political cartoon shows Unfle'Sam
extending a helping hand to B'rlt‘am =} £z - .
but refusing to sell arms to Britain == > __ 
and France. i AHOTHER W

A et o, T e SR W g

— -

T .

4 Making Inferences According t0
~ the cartoon, why should the United
States refuse to sell arms overseas?

T T— S o

2 Analyzing Primary Sources i
What does this cartoon try to
persuade the viewer to believe?

Soon after the Spanish Civil War began, Hitler and Mussolini
to cooperate on several international issues, and Japan aligned itse ”
Germany and Italy. Together, the three nations became known as the Axis

& P

Powers. As European tensions worsened, Congress passed the Neutrality
Act of 1937, continuing the ban on selling arms to warring n
requiring them to buy all nonmilitary supplies from the United States on a
“cash-and-carry” basis. Countries had to send their own ships
goods and had to pay in cash. Loans were not allowed. Isolationists knew
that attacks on American ships had helped bring the country ““"‘
War I. They wanted to prevent such attacks that could bring the nation intc
another European war. .

Roosevelt’s Internationalism

internationalism glespéti tgﬁz g:vernment’s stand on neutrality, President Roosew::‘f
- . . rted internati : .
a national policy of actively trading 2 ernationalism, the
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