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The New Deal:  Success or Failure? 

Fireside	Chats	
	

Fireside	#_______	
1. What	was	Roosevelt’s	purpose	for	this	fireside	chat?	

	
	
	
	

2. Describe	the	tone	of	the	fireside	chat.	
	
	
	

3. Compare	the	way	our	government	communicates	with	us	now	and	how	Roosevelt	
communicates	with	his	citizens.		What	are	some	pros	and	cons	for	each	system?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Court	Packing	
	

1. What	is	Roosevelt’s	proposal?	
	
	
	
	
2. Why	would	he	make	this	proposal?	
	
	
	
3. Do	you	think	his	proposal	is	something	the	President	should	do?	
	
  



 

Organizing the Evidence      

TEAM A: The New Deal was a success 
List 5 main points/evidence that support this side. 

1) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

2) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

3) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

4) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

5) From Document _______ :  

 

 

 

Evidence	Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	



 

Organizing the Evidence 
     TEAM B: The New Deal was a failure 

List 5 main points/evidence that support this side. 

1) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

2) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

3) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

4) From Document _______ : 

 

 

 

 

5) From Document _______ :  
 
 

Evidence	Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	

Evidence	 Explanation	



 
Conclusion:	
 
Based	on	your	group	discussions	on	the	documents,	what	consensus	did	
your	group	come	up	with	about	the	New	Deal?		Was	it	a	success	or	
failure?		Explain	using	some	of	the	most	compelling	pieces	of	evidence	
from	the	documents.		Did	you	agree	with	your	group’s	consensus	or	do	
you	have	some	opposing	views?	Explain.	
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