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Recovery Program, or Marshall Plan, which would give European nations
American aid to rebuild their economies. Truman saw both the Marshall
Plan and the Truman Doctrine as essential for containment. Marshall

offered help to all nations planning a recovery program.
Although the Marshall Plan was offered to the Soviet Union and its

satellite nations, the Soviets rejected it and developed their own economic
program. This action further separated Europe into competing regions. The
Marshall Plan pumped billions of dollars in supplies, machinery, and food
into Western Europe. The region’s recovery weakened the appeal of
communism and opened new markets for trade.

In his 1949 Inaugural Address, Truman proposed assistance for
underdeveloped countries outside the war zone. The Point Four Prograrr},
aimed to provide them with “scientific advances and industrial progress
for their improvement and growth. The Department of State a.dmimstered
the program until its merger with other foreign aid programs in 1953.
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