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joint session of Gongress. He in part said, "Bus sxploration aud

the pursuit of knowlsdge have always paid dividends in the long run »=
usually far greater than anything sxpected at the outset . . , Any
major effort such as this results in ressarch by so many different
speciaities that it is hard to even envisien the benefits that will
acerue in many flelds, Knowledge bagets knowledgs, The more I
s@e, the move impressed I am -- not with bow much we know «-

but with how tremendaus the areas are that are as yet unsxploged, "

Thank you very much for advising the President of your

viaws on this important matter. It is encouraging to find somsone
of your age showing such interest and concern in public affatrs.

Sincarely,

Myer Feldman
Deputy Spocial Counsol
to the President

Miss Mary Lou Reitles
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Dear Mazy Low £ fm'(/er
T
The President hu asked me te yeply to your lstter askiag
why the United States expends 3o much time snd enargy in explor-
ing space, and suggesting that God would have provided man with
the necessary space implements had he wanted man to explore space.

A significant feature of our society {s the right of sach in~
dividual to detsxmine the nature of God's intent in accordance with
hig own conscience. I would not, thevefore, presume to suggest
how you should resoive the (ssue you pose in your letier. Yet it
would appesr that among the most commen characteristics of man
is a desire to impose change on nature in order to mollify the bard«
ships of life. This, combined with an endowad natural intelligence
and curiosity, has allowed maa to progrees through increased know-
ledge fram the moet primitive past when the oaly tools utilized ware
those rocks and sticke found lying on the grouad, wlh-pr-ﬁowdtm
when disease-controlling drugs, sfficient food production, and labor+
seving machinery have combined to permait man, if he wishes, to
pursue a far richer and more humane hfe.

in advance,
benefits which will sventually result ixom & glv-n advance in kmun
hnowledge, History is replete with exsmples of
knowledge with no expectation of any practical use, wkich later sevve
as the basis for & making 9 man=
kind. Janseen's work on lenses, -m:m: ‘his realizing ik, provided
the breakthrough required to understand and control diseass-cauging
microbes; alss, Horts predicted that his academic experimentation
with slectromagnetic waves would bave no practical or useful result,
but he had in fact helped to lay the groundwork for the modern electronic
industry.

Astronaut John B, Glenn briefly summed this up recently when
e explained his views on the importance of spacs research before &
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