Name: ____________________________________________ Period: ___________

ECONOMIC REFORM
In what ways should the government get involved in private business? 


The Meat Packing Industry

Below, list shocking observations from the clip on the meatpacking industry.
Background:
Upton Sinclair

Sinclair’s investigation of the Chicago meatpacking industry flew off the shelves and informed the country about the conditions at the places where they got the meat for their dinner. Use the table and questions to discuss the problems facing the population at the time of the Progressives.
1. Fill in the following chart for four of the jobs discussed in “The Jungle” excerpt.
	Job Name
	Actions of Job
	Risks of Job
	Risk to consumers

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2. What kinds of problems are seen facing the workers in this meatpacking factory? (Give 3 examples) 

3. What kinds of problems could the consumers see from meat purchased from this company? (3 examples
4. How do you think readers reacted to The Jungle when it first came out?

5. What can the government do to protect the citizens of the United States from companies such as this? 
Consumer Protection Laws
Meat Inspection Acts





Pure Food and Drug Act 


What should be done with Big Business and Monopolies?
	Trusts
	Trust-busting

	
	The Sherman Anti-Trust Act 1890
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Primary Source Activity #1 – Upton Sinclair


“THE JUNGLE”


How can one person fight against injustice and corruption?








